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MILWAUKEE LATINO HEALTH COALITION
comiing together - creating change




MILWAUKEE LATINO HEALTH COALITION

IMMIGRATION ACTION TEAM MEETING NOTES

Meeting Date: Thursday February 25th, 2010 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Location of Meeting: CORE/El Centro; 611 W. National Ave

IAT Members Present: Sherri Ohly, CORE/El Centro, JoCasta Zamarripa, Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin,  Raisa Koltun, CORE/El Centro, Lupe Dueñas, Grezca Law Group, Nikki Hertel, La Causa
Facilitators/hosts Present: Raisa Koltun, Sherri Ohly
Know Your Rights presentations
The team discussed preparing “know your rights” presentations which will include three sections: 
1) Street level “know your rights”.  This will outline the rights undocumented immigrants have at home, on the street and at work, as well as how to deal with police or ICE agents.  The street level presentation will be done by Nikki Hertel and others from the New Sanctuary movement at Voces de la Frontera, since they have gone through this training.  

2) Options for a path to citizenship/residency.  This will be presented by Grezca Law Group, who is already doing these types of presentations in the community.  The lawyers will also be available to answer any questions that come up.

3) Information and update on immigration reform (earned legalization).  This part will be a discussion of immigration reform and what everyone can do to prepare.  This will also be done by Grezca Law Group.  

This will be piloted mid-April to a group of health promoters in Spanish.  The second presentation will be at the MLHC general meeting on May 13th (in English).  

Tasks

· Raisa will coordinate with Ana Paula and others to find a date for the first presentation to health promoters.  She will also reserve the community room.  
· Raisa and Sherri will meet with Emilio de Torre, ACLU, to see what kind of “know your rights” presentations he has been doing and if he is interested in collaborating.  

· Nikki will coordinate and prepare a presentation with the New Sanctuary Movement.

· Lupe will coordinate a date and presentation with Grezca lawyers.

Wisconsin In-state Tuition

Raisa presented the response letter that was received from President Reilley of the UW System.  The letter stated support for our efforts in promoting the in-state tuition bill.  They also outlined specific ways in which they will help with this effort.  
The second part of the discussion was regarding outreach to MPS.  JoCasta gave an update on her contact with Gloria Gonzalez, Bbilingual Community Liason at MPS.  Gloria is interested in helping us get out the information about the in-state tuition bill.  Raisa also presented two documents:
1) In-state tuition fact sheet for immigrant students (targeting undocumented students).  This outlines: the requirements for in-state tuition, scholarship information, common concerns, and who to contact for more information.  The feedback from the meeting will be incorporated.

2) College information for immigrant students.  This will be created into a poster and will have 3 parts, targeting undocumented, US resident and citizen students. Feedback about this will also be incorporated.  

The goal with both of these will be to have them available at prominent places within MPS schools with large Latino student enrollment.  

Tasks:
· Find funding for printing (fact sheet and poster).  Raisa will contact the UW System and Roberto Hernandez center.  JoCasta will contact MATC as an option.  Sherri will contact AHEC as another option.  

· JoCasta will reconnect with Gloria Gonzalez at UWM

· Raisa will update both documents 

Health Promoter Immigration Action Team (HP-IACT).  
In an effort to get community representation in the I-ACT, a group of health promoters with an interest in immigration has been brought together.  This group will meet separately at a time that is convenient for them.  The HP-IACT will work on project they feel are important.  The current project is the development of a bi-annual “gaceta”. This will focus on highlighting the work of the health promoters, as well as topics of immigration.  Although the I-ACT might work on different projects than the HP-IACT for now, interchange of information should happen.  Raisa and Sherri are working with the health promoters, including Editor Noemi Cruz, to get the “gaceta” up and running in April.  
Health advocacy for non-profits

The next MLHC General meeting will be May 13th.  The main topic will be health advocacy/lobbying by non-profits (what is/is not allowed).  This will be presented by the Wisconsin Public Health Association, a leader in public health advocacy.  They will use a case study related to immigration.  In conjunction, the plan is to have an introduction regarding immigration reform, as well as a section on “know your rights”.  Raisa and Sheri will be working with the MLHC Steering Committee to coordinate this event.  
Next meeting is Thursday March 25th, 2010 at 5:30-7:00pm. 
Next MLHC General meeting May 13th, 2010. 
The mission of the Milwaukee Latino Health Coalition is to increase the health and well being of Latino communities by organizing power for social change.
