Christine Neumann-Ortiz

Christine Neumann-Ortiz is the founding Executive Director of Voces de la Frontera, a low-wage and immigrant workers center with chapters in Milwaukee and Racine, Wisconsin, including student chapters called Students United for Immigrant Rights with members from six high schools.  Voces de la Frontera is increasingly recognized as Wisconsin’s leading voice for immigration reform. 
Recent accomplishments include leading nationally recognized Immigrant Rights Marches with more than 80,000 participants on May 1, 2007.  People marched through the streets of Milwaukee for immigrant and human rights. Latino, Polish, and African immigrants were joined by Chicanos, African Americans, Caucasians and others. The unified message was:  We stand together against an oppressive, apartheid system that forces 12 million people in this country to live life in the shadows, locked into low wage jobs and silenced at their mistreatment by abusive employers.  On May 1, 2006, 70,000 participants marched on Milwaukee streets and 30,000 participants on March 23, 2006.  Under Ms. Neumann-Ortiz’s leadership, the energy of these mobilizations was effectively converted into electoral power with a record 32% increase in targeted Latino wards in Milwaukee and Racine in November, 2006.  
Ms. Neumann-Ortiz is recognized as a national leader in immigration reform, serving on the board of a national coalition of the Fair Immigration Reform Movement (FIRM) and featured in national interviews on National Public Radio and CNN.  She serves on the board of the Wisconsin Legalization Coalition and the Wisconsin Citizen Action board.  She has received community award recognitions from Labor Council for Latin American Advancement chapters in Milwaukee and Janesville, the 2006 “Do What is Just” Award from MICAH, the 2006 Public Service Award from the National Association of Social Workers – Wisconsin Chapter and the 2006 “Education: A Family Affair Award of Excellence”, presented by the University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee, the State Department of Public Instruction and the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts, and most recently the Jim Barrett Justice Fund Distinguished Organizer Award and the Equal Justice Medal by the Legal Aid Society of Milwaukee in 2007 and a Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition from US Congresswoman Gwen Moore.  Ms. Neumann-Ortiz also writes a regular column in the local Spanish Journal and the Voces de la Frontera newspaper.
Prior to directing Voces de la Frontera, Ms. Neumann-Ortiz served as the Coordinator of the High School Equivalency Program at Milwaukee Area Technical College, advancing migrant education in Wisconsin.  Ms. Neumann-Ortiz also previously worked as Director of the Wisconsin Committee on Occupational Safety and Health and as Coordinator for of an Economic Development Project in the Printing Industry, supported by the Center for Community Change.

Ms. Neumann–Ortiz earned her Masters Degree in US/ Chicano History at the University of Texas- Austin and her Bachelor of Art degree in English at the University of Wisconsin- Madison.   
Rebeca Lopez

Rebeca Lopez was born on April 10, 1982 to Pedro and Joan Martinez.  She is the eldest of 3 children and grew up on Milwaukee’s south side.  She attended Morgandale Elementary School, and Wilbur Wright Middle School which later became Milwaukee School of Languages (MSL).  Rebeca graduated MSL in May, 2000 as Valedictorian of her class with a 4.0 GPA.  She was very active in extracurricular activities including Student Government, volleyball, chess team and the National Honor Society, among others.  Rebeca participated in the YMCA’s Youth-in-Government program and attended the National Conference in North Carolina in 1999.

Upon graduation Rebeca attended Marquette University and pursued degrees in International Affairs, and Spanish Language and Literature.    Rebeca is married to Marco Lopez and gave birth to the couple’s daughter, Aerial, in 2000.  While at Marquette Rebeca was Vice President of Sigma Delta Pi, the Spanish Honor Society and a member of Pi Sigma Alpha, the Political Science Honor Society.  She helped organize fundraisers to bring more Latino cultural awareness to campus and provide funds to Latino serving Jesuit middle schools.  She also taught English as a Second Language at the United Community Center.  She continued fulltime employment during her studies at Marquette University and graduated in 2004.  

In 2003, Senator Feingold hired Rebeca as an immigration caseworker and outreach coordinator in his Milwaukee office.  In 2006, Senator Feingold promoted Rebeca to Manager.  She has been responsible for developing outreach efforts in Washington and Ozaukee County, and for Wisconsin’s Latino community.  She attends agency meetings and meets with community based organizations around the state to promote the Senator’s legislative agenda.  Additionally she manages immigration casework through the Department of State and Department of Homeland Security.    Rebeca has been able to utilize her Spanish fluency to assist the Senator’s Spanish speaking constituents.  

Throughout her life, Rebeca has been an active and dedicated volunteer.  She was named to the United Community Center’s Youth Wall of Fame in 1997. She has volunteered with many non-profit organizations including Mexican Fiesta for many years.  She has served as the Mistress of Ceremonies for the Mexican Fiesta opening ceremony and Taco Dinner since 2005.  Rebeca has been a co-leader of Girl Scout Troop 1715 since 2005, promoting the Girl Scout vision and mission with 9 girls, and helping them grow into well rounded and responsible leaders.

Rebeca has been a member of the Federal Employee Diversity Committee since 2006 and helped organize the Hispanic Heritage Month celebration for the federal employees in Milwaukee.  She has also been a member of the Latina Resource Center’s Brides’ Walk planning committee.  The Brides’ Walk is an event that focuses on the problem of domestic violence and celebrates survivors within the Latino community. Rebeca participated in and graduated from the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee and Cardinal Stritch’s Latino Non-Profit Leadership Program in 2007.  

Recently, Rebeca was asked to join in the United Way’s Teen Pregnancy Prevention Committee. She is an active member of Hispanic Professionals of Greater Milwaukee (HPGM) and the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC).
Steve Ohly

Steve Ohly, RN, MSN, ANP is the manager of Community Health Programs for Aurora ‘UW Medical Group, which serves Milwaukee’s central city.  He manages and provides clinical care at Aurora Walker’s Point Community Clinic, which serves approximately 70% undocumented patients, as well as the Salvation Army Homeless clinic.  He also manages a primary care clinic in a grocery store.  His 25 year health care background has primarily been focused on those with limited economic resources and the uninsured.  He has lived and worked in a homeless shelter, developed street outreach programs, and has been integrally involved in the initiation and management of several medical and dental clinics for the uninsured.  In 1998 he was one of ten individuals recognized annually from across the U.S. by the RWJ Foundation’s Community Health Leadership Program. 

Katie Gaulin

Katie Gaulin has always had an interest in maintaining a healthy lifestyle in others and her.  She completed her undergraduate degree, double majoring in Health Promotion and Spanish in 2004. During that time she traveled abroad to two different countries.  Six months of those months was spent learning the language and culture in Valladolid, Spain.  Shortly after, she spent 4 months in Costa Rica administrating a health assessment survey in the rural town of Santa Rosa as well as worked and learned about organic farming.  

After graduation she began her professional career as a Family Support Specialist at Guadalupe Head Start in Milwaukee.  Since then she has obtained her Medical Interpretation Diploma at MATC in 2007.  She is currently a Health Care Advocate at Community Advocates in Milwaukee.  

In addition to work and schooling she has maintained a volunteer position with American Red Cross Southeastern Wisconsin Chapter.  She was able to achieve all this with the wonderful support and love of her family, friends, and mentors.

For the future she would like to travel to additional countries, create more Latino Health Compass collaborations (advocacy program to help navigate through the Health care system in the U.S. and understanding it, started from the Latino Non-profit Leadership Program), and continue to raise awareness of the importance of a healthy lifestyle for all ethnicities.  

Jessica Cavazos

Jessica G. Cavazos is the Constituent and Latino Affairs Liaison in the district office of Congresswoman Gwen Moore, whom is the first African America elected to Congress in WI.  As a Liaison in Congresswoman Moore's office Jessica oversees the areas Immigration, Employee Equal Rights, Department of Homeland Security, State Department, Agriculture, the Arts, US Customs, Ethnic Issues, just to name a few of casework areas. Jessica came to government with a vast array of experience in the political and nonprofit management sector.

Having worked as the Director of Marketing for the Alliance for Children and Families; Special Assistant to the president of UMOS, Sponsorship Director of the Wisconsin Hispanic Scholarship Foundation, and campaign scheduler for Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett's gubernatorial campaign. She is strong advocate on Domestic Violence issues and belongs to several boards that assist victims of Domestic Violence.

She first became involved in Wisconsin Politics in 1998, volunteering for State Representative Pedro Colon and the Democratic Party of WI.

Jessica continues her passion of empowering Latinos in Wisconsin to have a voice in Government.

