MILWAUKEE LATINO HEALTH COALITION

IMMIGRATION ACTION TEAM MEETING NOTES

 Meeting Date: October 8, 2009 5:30-7:00 pm 
Adjourned: 7:15 pm
IAT Members Present: Araceli Arevalo, Vanessa LLanas, Maria Padilla, Ivelis Perez, Noemi Rosas, Luis Gonzalez, Raisa Koltun

Speakers and Guest Present: Representative Pedro Colon, UWM student advisor Carmen 
Facilitators/hosts Present: Vanessa L. Llanas, Maria Padilla
· Meeting with Representative Pedro Colon to discuss and better understand the Wisconsin In-state Tuition legislation.
Representative Pedro Colon-Wisconsin In-state Tuition: 
1. Pedro offered a great deal of information regarding the legislation language and pointed out that the legislation is open for interpretation. Question regarding the proposal surrounding dissemination of legislation information to students via working with the UW System and Technical colleges. He suggested a letter to the superintendent of MPS requesting special education for school counselors on this new act.  Not all counselors are not aware of this new law and may not be disseminating the information to their students. Advised to refer counselor or MPS staff questions to his office. Pedro suggested a letter to MPS school board advising that counselors be informed about the legislation and requirements. Also referenced Wisconsin Covenant-Grant and the three requirements that 8th grade students must meet in order to apply for the college grant. 1. Good citizen 2. Complete high school 3. Maintain good grades. 
2. IAT team presented several questions addressing interpretation to present UWM representative, Carmen, student advisor. She detailed and outlined process of how a current UWM student may apply for in state tuition referenced the UWM PP. Indication that student applications are processed same no matter student’s resident status. Following approval of acceptance, student will receive letter of acceptance and must provide proof of WI residency. Acceptable forms of proof may include parents or student income taxes from 1 year prior. Affidavit is not presented until student is formally admitted. All records are considered confidential and information including students resident status.  A large part of the discussion on Thursday centered on the vast amount of misinformation that exists around this new law.  
· IAT team decided that more clarification is needed prior to sending out suggested letter to MPS superintendent, UW system, and technical colleges. Does MLHC-IAT team keep this local or should we expand to address outlying counties in WI. Discussion topic will be on November 5th agenda.
· IAT team discussed the misinformation and how do we assist or should we assist in providing correct information to agencies/community organizations that may be given out inaccurate information to the community at large. Discussion topic will be on November 5th agenda. 
· IAT team made final decision to change IAT monthly meetings to first Thursdays of the month through the holidays. Will bring back to table in January 2010.  

Next meeting was scheduled for Thursday November 5th, 2009 5:30-7:00pm.
