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MILWAUKEE LATINO HEALTH COALITION
comiing together - creating change




IMMIGRATION ACTION TEAM MEETING MINUTES

Thursday November 5th, 2009 5:30-7:00pm

Esperanza Unida International Building

611 W. National Avenue – 3rd floor Proyecto Salud offices

IAT Members present:  Ernesto Chacon, Leticia, Katie Gaulin, Raisa Koltun, Sherri Ohly, Noemi Rosas

Excused:  Maria Padilla, Vanessa Llanas

Facilitator: Sherri Ohly

Meeting Objectives:

1. Discuss and decide next steps as it applies to disseminating WI in- State Tuition correct information to the Latino community. 

2. Determine how IAT team can offer support to community organizations that are providing information to the community that may or may not be adequate.

3. Develop a time line that will outline prioritized topics to be worked on effectively and efficiently.  

___________________________________________________________________________

Welcome and Introductions – new voice present, Leticia, a long time friend and yoga instructor at CORE/El Centro was present this evening and offered her assistance as a member of the community she will attend meetings as she can.  Welcome. 
4 POINT AGENDA OF THE IMMIGRATION ACTION TEAM
Instate Tution/Dream Act


Raisa and Noemi updated the team as to the events of this meeting.  The team discussed the following aspects of this action team point agenda item:

1. Impacting the UW-system.  The action team will give feedback to UWM as they implement this policy.  

a. We will work with Enrique’s office and the office of enrollment around to ensure that the UW system has a written policy of not sharing immigration status with anyone especially the Office on Immigration. And to make sure that this information is posted as new immigrants apply, especially that this reassurance is written on the affidavit. 

b.  Also it is our understanding that UWM is to remove the social security number question from the application process, we will check to see if that has happened.  

c. TASK – Raisa will draft a letter to UW system outlining this concern.
2. Get this information into the hands of the community especially students.

a. Work with MPS and other private schools to disseminate information.

b. Collaborate with Voces.

c. TASK – Sherri will contact Voces to find out what they are doing to get this information into the community.
3. For future consideration is how the IAT can work towards the passing of the dream act.

Town Hall Meeting


The team discussed organizing the community and who would do this work and around what issues.  Questions were raised as how to work with the MLHC steering committee in making this happen and how that this organizing fits with the creation of the Community Action Council of the MLHC.

1. Possible ideas to organize around where- the dream act, health care access, federal immigration reform, and the turnout for the census.

2. A discussion was held on how immigrants are being persuaded not to give info for the census because they do not receive benefits from the government.  The desire of the people behind this campaign is to have less people counted in lower income (often democratic) neighborhoods and therefore less representation in government.

3. It was decided to explore organizing around turn out for the census.

4. TASK- Katie will research information about how the census is conducted, including timeline for mailings and canvassing and also the hiring process for canvassers ( to see if we can influence the number of bi-lingual people who are hired).
Red de Informacion 

There are no further details on this project right now.  We will table this for now and revisit in January, 2010.

Policy Change/Lobbying

The fourth point of the four point agenda for the IAT of the MLHC, is to influence coalition member agencies into action on policy and legislative issues.  As such we believe that more work is needed in the are of education around what types of legislative activities are possible for non-profits.

1. The Wisconsin Public Health Association provides information on this topic to its members.

2. A discussion was had around a policy for MLHC member agencies.  Perhaps a first policy initiative for the IAT would be to have all agency members of the MLHC to have a policy around language and the availability of interpreters for mono-lingual clients.  Further discussion is needed.  First steps might be to send out a questionnaire as to how each agency currently handles language issues.  Chacon would be willing to work on checking this idea out with lawyers.

3. TASK- Sherri will work with Erin Osterman the executive director of the Wisconsin Public Health Association on educational materials for our member agencies.  Also WPHA will be hosting a seminar on this topic in the spring which we can collaborate with.
Wrap up and Meeting Evaluation (ALL)

What went well…




Needs improvement…

Six people here





Increase consistent attendance

Good action steps created



More info needed on Red de Informacion

Glad Chacon and Leticia attended


More direct strategies with timeline

Good information shared



Get location correct on agenda  ;(

Everything

Different point of view shared

Next meeting will be on Thursday December 3rd, 2009 5:30-7:00PM
The mission of the Milwaukee Latino Health Coalition is

to increase the health and well-being of Latino communities

by organizing power for social change.

