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MILWAUKEE LATINO HEALTH COALITION
comiing together - creating change




MILWAUKEE LATINO HEALTH COALITION

IMMIGRATION ACTION TEAM MEETING NOTES

 Meeting Date: Thursday December 3rd, 2009 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
IAT Members Present: Sherri Ohly, Maria Padilla, JoCasta Zamarripa, Ana Benitez, Annie Benitez, Raisa Koltun, Lupe Dueñas
Facilitators/hosts Present: Maria Padilla, Sherri Ohly
· Upon reviewing potential priority areas the IAT made the following decisions:

1. Wisconsin In-state Tuition-UWM System Letter: the team reviewed and made additions/corrections to draft presented. Raisa Koltun will make corrections and send final draft for approval by week of 12/14-12/18. Letter will be sent to Kevin P. Reilly with CC to Enrique Figueroa’s office and UWM chancellors. Specific recommendations to revise application and other documentation currently available to students will be made after response to initial letter is received. 

· Guest Ana Benitez, senior year student attending Riverside high school, shared her experience in finding information about bill. She stated that counselors and teachers at her high school had very limited information to offer. She discussed the fears she has experienced and will actively participate in potential meeting with Riverside high school principal, Daniel Donder, in the near future. Team discussed drafting letter addressing MPS to convey what is most important, the bill does exist and is accessible to all students applying. 
· Guest Ana Dueñas, interpreter with Grzeca Law Group, offered information about current initiatives firm is working on to inform the Latino community about Immigration issues. Grzeca Law Group is working to continue collaborations with MPS School, local churches of all denominations, and community organizations to host presentations that will provide immigration law information. Ms. Dueñas offered to collaborate with I-ACT and present the in state tuition information at future presentations. 
Tasks Associated with In State Tuition 

a. Raisa will put together packets on information regarding the current available in state tuition information. 

b. Maria will contact Riverside High School Principal and schedule a face to face meeting to discuss and offer assistance in disseminating information to student advisors. A packet of information will be provided during this meeting. (Possibly will need to be scheduled after the holidays)
c. JoCasta will contact charter schools in Milwaukee and surrounding areas where student body is predominately Latino (Layola Academy.  Packets of information will provided to these schools and their student advisor staff. 

d. Lupe Dueñas will contact I-ACT team once calendar of up coming presentations is scheduled and will tailor a presentation to inform the community about the  in state tuition bill. Packets of information will be provided. 

e. Sherri will contact the health promoters currently collaborating with Proyecto and provide informational packets and possible presentation by Lupe Dueñas. 
2. Red de Informacion and Guidelines for Lobbying: While the team believes these priorities are important we have decided to information and progress in these areas is limited. A decision to focus other time lined efforts outlined. Sherri provided update on WPHA regarding lobbying and will be meeting with Eric to discuss advocacy and C3 organization limitations. I-ACT is also working on a joint program with the Mexican Consulate and CORE/El Centro Health Promoters as well gathering information on community organizing around a specific topic (possibly the census information collection). 
Next meeting tentatively scheduled for Thursday January 21st,2010 at 5:30-7:00pm. A meeting wizard will sent after MLHC General meeting January 14th, 2010. 
REVISION: The January meeting was postponed due to the MLHC General meeting on January 14th, 2010.  Team members requested meeting times remain the same but possibly change to last week of each month. 
