IMMIGRATION ACTION TEAM MEETING NOTES
Tuesday May 26, 2009 9:00-11:00am
Esperanza Unida International Building

611 W. National Avenue – 1st Floor Community Union Room

Members present: Katie Gaulin, Vanessa L. Llanas, Sherri Ohly, Steve Ohly, Sandra Sevilla 

Allies (Guests/Observers): Sam Dennis, Suzanne Gaulocher, Amanda Schultz
There was low attendance which we think may have been due to Memorial Day weekend.

We began the Immigration Action Team (IAT) meeting with introductions, followed by a review of work done to date and by adding to the Social Determinants of health Diagram.  One of the goals of the meeting was to identify some immigration issues that the IAT could begin to work on.  This discussion began by defining problems versus issues.
PROBLEM VS. ISSUE

The team engaged in a conversation about problems versus issues.  Vanessa L. Llanas facilitated the discussion by using the definition of a problem as something broad, often overwhelming and general and an issue as something specific, targeted and winnable.  She explained to the team that the goal of the meeting was to begin to use the social determinants of health chart that was created at the previous IAT meeting to begin to identify immigration issues that the team could work on.

The group identified two priority areas on which to focus:  Access to Health Care and EDUCATION  

Regarding ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE, Katie Gaulin mentioned that the Obama administration sent out an email requesting that people host town hall meetings to gather stories about health care to support the need for health care reform.  She suggested that the IAT consider hosting a session at the Esperanza Unida building, which she would facilitate, to gather stories of immigrants who are undocumented to share their health care stories.  

The team discussed the pros and cons of this sort of action as follows:

	PROS

· A town hall meeting would allow us to involve the community in the work of the MLHC.

· A meeting could provide us with momentum toward future actions.

· Having the voices and stories of undocumented immigrants reach the White House could improve Health Care for undocumented immigrants.
	CONS

· The proposed legislation may not include undocumented.

· Organizing people on this issue that doesn’t benefit them in any way may not be the best use of time and energy.

· Defeat could have a negative impact on the momentum we’re trying to build.

· The timeline of June 6th may be problematic.




After discussion of the pros and cons the team asked Vanessa Llanas and Katie Gaulin to research whether or not the proposed legislation would include undocumented immigrants.

The team agreed that a town hall meeting for story gathering is a good idea and great way to build momentum, but will be better executed if we plan it more strategically rather than feeling the rush to do so by June 6th. 

Regarding EDUCATION, Sandra Sevilla talked about how much Schools are part of the service delivery system that impacts immigrants who are undocumented.  The team agreed and began discussing ideas for involving school staff like teachers and social workers in the work of the IAT.  Schools may also be a key way to reach and engage parents to begin organizing around immigration as a health issue.  We decided we should definitely have some people from the schools as part of the IAT.

RACISM/IMMIGRATION as a social determinant was an area that garnered much discussion and will need attention in the future.

The meeting closed with the evaluation detailed below.

MEETING EVALUATION
	What went WELL:

· Timing, we stayed on time

· Dedicated people

· Good review of what had been done before today

· Dialogue brought forth ideas


	What can we IMPROVE:

· More people

· Tape for items that need to be posted on wall

· More Latino Leadership, variety of people (professional, community, etc.

· It would be helpful to have a staff person to coordinate translation of materials, have pre-meeting to prepare community members for how the meeting will be run

· Probably a good idea not to schedule a meeting the Monday after a holiday



	Decisions Made:

· We decided to focus on Access to Health Care and Education as they relate to immigration.

· We decided to look at what schools might be impacted by immigration.

· We decided not to engage in hosting a health care listening session unless the proposed policy directly impacts immigrants who are undocumented.



	Next Steps:

· Vanessa L. Llanas and Katie Gaulin will research the health reform and email the group

· Vanessa will email the Problem vs. Issue document

· Stephanie Calloway will research the Dream Act

· All IAT members will invite teachers and social workers to participate in the next IAT meeting




NEXT MEETING JUNE 30, 2009 9:00-11:00AM

